The Evolution of Accessibility Laws: A Journey of Civil Rights

Introduction: 
Accessibility isn't just a convenience—it's a cornerstone of civil and human rights. Throughout history, we've seen the evolution of laws and guidelines aimed at guaranteeing equal access to information, services, and opportunities for individuals with disabilities. This document serves as a powerful reminder of the journey we've taken, highlighting the pivotal moments where accessibility laws and guidelines have been established, each one representing a significant step forward in the fight for equality and inclusion. Let's delve into this historical timeline and celebrate the strides we've made in ensuring that everyone, regardless of ability, has the right to participate fully in society.
History
In the 19th century, individuals with disabilities were unfortunately often perceived with pity and seen as inadequate, leading to their exclusion from active participation in society. Moreover, they were frequently confined to asylums, isolated from mainstream society for their entire lives. However, individuals with disabilities have since advocated for recognition of disability as an important aspect of identity, shaping their experiences without defining them solely as individuals.
During the 1940s and 1950s, disabled veterans of World War II exerted growing pressure on the government to ensure their access to rehabilitation and vocational training (A Brief History of the Disability Rights Movement | ADL, n.d.). Their advocacy heightened awareness of disability issues among young men who had made profound sacrifices to safeguard the United States.
To learn more about the history of accessibility in the United States and the work of the father of accessibility, Tim Nugent, please watch the Game Changer video.
Accessibility laws and guidelines are listed in chronological order
1. 1973 - Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act
2. 1990 - Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA)
3. 1990 - Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA)
4. 1993 - Web Content Accessibility Guidelines (WCAG)
5. 1998 - Section 508 of the Rehabilitation Act
6. 1999 - Web Content Accessibility Guidelines (WCAG) 1.0 released
7. 2006 - United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD)
8. 2010 - 21st Century Communications and Video Accessibility Act (CVAA) 
To learn more about these laws, please review the table below.
	Accessibility Law
	Law Description

	The Rehabilitation Act
	Prohibited discrimination against individuals with disabilities in programs and activities receiving federal financial assistance.

	Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA)
	Prohibited discrimination against individuals with disabilities in all areas of public life, including employment, education, transportation, and public accommodations (A Comparison of ADA, IDEA, and Section 504, 2012)

	Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA)
	An education act to provide federal financial assistance to State and local education agencies to guarantee special education and related services to eligible children with disabilities (A Comparison of ADA, IDEA, and Section 504, 2012)

	Web Content Accessibility Guidelines
	Developed by the World Wide Web Consortium (W3C) to guide making web content more accessible and promoting equal access to online information and services.

	Section 508 of the Rehabilitation Act
	Requires federal agencies to make their electronic and information technology accessible to people with disabilities.

	United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD)
	International treaty affirming the rights of individuals with disabilities, including accessibility to information, education, and employment.

	21st Century Communications and Video Accessibility Act (CVAA)
	Extends accessibility requirements to advanced communications services and equipment, ensuring that individuals with disabilities can access emerging technologies.



Conclusion
The historical timeline of accessibility laws and guidelines reflects the evolution of society's understanding of disability rights as fundamental human rights. From the initial strides of Section 504 to the global impact of the CRPD, these laws and guidelines emphasize the importance of accessibility in achieving equality and inclusion for all individuals, regardless of disability. As we continue to progress, it is crucial to uphold these principles and strive for a world where accessibility is not just a legal requirement, but a societal norm rooted in the values of justice and equality.
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